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foucauld's France, Queen Anne's England, the London
of the end of last century, and our Universities always,
epigram and a dandy cynicism are sure to flourish
until they often sicken us with the name of literature.
But in Rochefoucauld we perceive glimpses of some-
thing far deeper than the cynicism that makes his
reputation. It is not to a cynic, or to the middle of
the seventeenth century in France, that we should
look for such sayings as these :

" A Man at some times differs as much from himself as he
does from other People."

"Eloquence is as much seen in the Tone and Cadence of
the Eyes, and the Air of the Face, as in the Choice of proper
Expressions."

" When we commend good Actions heartily, we make them
in some measure our own."

Such sayings lie beyond the probe of the cynic, or the
wit of the literary man. They spring from sympa-
thetic observation and a quietly serious mind. And
there is something equally fresh and unexpected in
some of the sayings upon passion :

" The Passions are the only Orators that are always successful
in persuading." ^

" It is not in the Power of any the most crafty Dissimulation
to conceal Love long where it really is, nor to counterfeit it
long where it is not."

" Love pure and untainted with any other Passions (if such
a Thing there be) lies hidden in the Bottom of our Heart, so
exceedingly close that we scarcely know it ourselves."

" The more passionately a Man loves his Mistress, the readier
he is to hate her." (Compare Catullus's " Odi et amo,")

" The same Resolution which helps to resist Love, helps to
make it more violent and lasting too. People of unsettled